THE DIAMOND SUTRA
(The Vajracchedika-prajna-paramita Sutra)

Thus have | heard. Once upon a time, the Buddimaustgd in the Jetavana park near Sravasti with an
assembly of twelve hundred and fifty bhiksus.

One day, at mealtime, the World Honoured One putlisirobe, took His bowl, and entered the great
town of Sravasti to beg for His food. After He Haehjged from door to door, He returned to His place.
When He had taken His meal, He put away His rolebanvl, washed His feet, arranged His seat and sat
down.

At the time, the elder Subhuti who was in the adgdgnnose from his seat, uncovered his right sheyld
knelt upon his right knee, respectfully joined gagms of his hands and said to the Buddha: 'leig v
rare, O World Honoured One! how well the Tathagmtdects and thinks of all Bodhisattvas; how well
He instructs all the Bodhisattvas.

"O World Honoured One, when virtuous men or womewedbp the supreme-enlightenment mind, how
should their minds abide and how should they belsedi?' The Buddha said: 'Excellent, excellent,
Subhuti! As you say, the Tathagata protects, chesisind instructs Bodhisattvas so well. Now listen
attentively and | will tell you how the minds ofritious men and women, who develop the supreme
enlightenment mind, should thus abide and be subd&&bhuti replied: ) 'Oh yes, World Honoured One,
I shall be glad to hear (your instruction).'

The Buddha said: 'Subhuti, all Bodhisattvas and &8attvas should subdue their minds as follows: All
living beings born from eggs, wombs, humidity ortbtgnsformation, with or without form, either
thoughtful or thoughtless, and neither thoughtful thoughtless are all led by me to the final nixvdor
the extinction of reincarnation. Although immeadlieauncountable and unlimitable numbers of living
beings are thus led to (the final nirvana for) élx@nction of reincarnation, it is true that ndivang being
is led there. Why so, Subhuti? (Because) if a Bsathia (still) clings to the false notion (laksanan
ego, a personality, a being and a life, he is reotr(ie) Bodhisattva. 'Furthermore, Subhuti, a
Bodhisattva's mind should not abide anywhere wir@ngyalms; that is to say, he should give withaut
mind abiding in form, or he should give without anthabiding in sound, or in smell, or in tastejror
touch or in things . Subhuti thus a Bodhisattvauthgive alms without a mind abiding in false naso

of form (laksana).

'‘Why? (Because) if a Bodhisattva's mind does niateain forms .(laksanas) when practising charity
(dana), his merit will be inconceivable and immeable. Subhuti, what do you think? Can you think of
and measure the extent of space in the East?'

'l cannot, World Honoured One!

'Subhuti, can you think of and measure (all) themixof space in the South, West and North, asasgell
in the intermediate directions, including the zerihd nadir?'

'l cannot, World Honoured One!

'Subhuti, (when) a Bodhisattva practises charitheit a mind abiding in forms, his merit is equally
inconceivable and immeasurable.’

'‘Subhuti, a Bodhisattva's mind should thus abidaaght.

'Subhuti, what do you think? Can the Tathagataeke by means of His bodily form?'

'No, World Honoured One, the Tathagata

cannot be seen by means of His bodily form. Why@aiBse when the Tathagata speaks of bodily form, it
is not (real) form.’

The Buddha said to Subhuti: 'Everything with fostunreal; if all forms are seen as unreal, the dgsta
will be perceived.'

Subhuti said to the Buddha: 'World Honoured Ond,there be living beings who can develop a true
belief in these words, sentences and chapters thiegrare expounded to them?'

The Buddha said: 'Subhuti, do not speak like thate last 500 years, before the final passingpef
Tathagata, there will be those who will observertiies of morality and perform good actions whialk w
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result in blessing. These people will be able teettgp a faith in these sentences (which they will
consider as embodying the Truth. You should knaat they will not have planted good roots in juséon
two, three, four, or five Buddha lands. They wiMe planted them in countless thousands and tens of
thousands of Buddha lands. Upon hearing thesersm#gethere will arise in them a single thought of
pure faith. Subhuti, the Tathagata knows and dédblese living beings will thus acquire immeadulea
merits Why? (Because) they will have wiped outdalstions of an ego, a personality, a being ainfe a |
of Dharma and Not-Dharma. Why? (Because) if theirds grasp form (laksana), they will (still) cling
the notion of an ego, a personality, a being alifé df their minds grasp the Dharma, they willil{

cling to the notion of an ego, a personality, ageind a life. Why? (Because) if their minds gridep
Not-Dharma, they will (still) cling to the notiorf an ego, a personality, a being and a life. Tlwesfone
should not grasp and hold on to the notion of Dizaaswell as that of NotDhama. This is why, the
Tathagata always said: "Ye Bhiksus, should knowttihe Dharma | expound is likened to a raft." Even
Dharma should be cast aside; how much more sodatehdrma?

'‘Subhuti, what do you think? Has the Tathagat#a@t) obtained Supreme Enlightenment (Anubodhi)?
Does the Tathagata (in fact) expound the Dharma?’

Subhuti replied: 'As | understand the meaning efBaddha’s teaching, there is no fixed Dharmadalle
Supreme Enlightenment and there is also no fixearibh the Tathagata can expound. Why? (Because)
the Dharma the Tathagata expounds cannot be augugck cannot be expressed (in words); it is neither
Dharma nor Not-Dharma. Why is this? All Bhadras anghas differ on account of the Eternal Asamskrta
Dharma.’'

'Subhuti’ what do you think? If someone filled theiverse with the seven treasures and gave theasall
alms, would his merit be great?'

Subhuti replied: 'Very great, World Honoured Onény® Because this merit is not the nature of merit,
the Tathagata says it is great.’

'Subhuti, if on the other hand, someone receivelkapt even a four line stanza of this sutra and
expounded it to others, his merit would surpass(thfahe giver of treasures). Why? (Because), 8tiph
all Buddhas and their Supreme-Enlightenment-Dhasnganate from this sutra. Subhuti, the so-called
Buddhas and Dharmas are not real Buddhas and Dia®udohuti, what do you think? Can one who has
entered the stream (srota-apanna) have this thdunghis mind): | have obtained the fruit of enteyi

the stream?' Subhuti replied: 'No, World Honourew ONVhy? Because srota-apanna means 'entering the
stream’, but actually there is no entry into eifioem, sound, smell, taste, touch or dharma. Tloeeehe

is called srota-apanna.' 'Subhuti, what do youkthiGan a Sakrdagamin have this thought (in his Jnind
have obtained the fruit of a Sakrdagamin?' Subreptied: ‘'No, World Honoured One. Why? Because
Sakrdagamin means &#21052;nce more to come", huakycthere is neither coming nor going.
Therefore, he is called a Sakrdagamin.' 'Subhdtatwlo you think? Can an Anagamin have this thought
(in his mind): | have obtained the fruit of an Amaagin?' Subhuti replied: 'No, World Honoured One.
Why? Because Anagamin means "no-coming” but agttiadire is no such a thing as no-coming.
Therefore, he is called an Anagamin.' 'Subhuti,tweayou think? Can an Arhat have this thought(s:
mind): | have obtained the enlightenment of an A&2h&ubhuti replied: 'No, World Honoured One. Why?
Because there is no Dharma which is called Arhatdhiorld Honoured One, if an Arhat thinks "l have
obtained the enlightenment of an Arhat", he will gtasp and hold on to the notion of an ego, a
personality, a being and a life. World Honoured Qhe Buddha has declared that | have obtained the
Passionless Samadhi and that | surpass all mem.tharefore, the highest passionless Arhat. World
Honoured One, I do not think "l am a passionledsafrfor, World Honoured One, if | had thought "I
have attained Arhatship", the World Honoured Oneldmot have said: "Subhuti takes delight in- the
calm and quiet, free from temptation and distreBke fact that Subhuti does not act (mentally)ited

the calm and quiet in which Subhuti takes delight.'

The Buddha said to Subhuti: 'What do you think.@ bie Tathagata obtain anything from :he Dharma,
when in the past He was with Dipamkara Buddha?'

‘No, World Honoured One. When the Tathagata was Bipamkara, He did not obtain anything from
the Dharma.’

'Subhuti, what do you think? Do Bodhisattvas addwddha lands (by their moral actions)?'

‘No. World Honoured One. Why? Because this is eat adornment; it is (merely) called the adornment
of Buddha lands.’
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'Subhuti, this is why all Bodhisattvas and Mahasettshould thus develop a pure and clean mind which
should not abide in form, sound, smell, taste, tioared dharma. They should develop a mind which does
not abide in anything. 'Subhuti, supposing a manehbody as great as mount Sumeru, what do you
think? Would such a body be great?' Subhuti repliéety great, World Honoured One. Why? Because
the Buddha says it is not the real body but is éy¢icalled a great body.' 'Subhuti, if there wasemany
rivers like the Ganges as there are grains of satite Ganges, would the total of grains of sandllin
these rivers be very great?' Subhuti replied: \geeat, World Honoured One! These rivers would be
innumerable; how much more so would be their saadfg.' 'Subhuti, | now tell you truly. If a virtue
man or woman filled a number of universes, as gaedhe number of sand-grains in all these rivegits,
the seven treasures, and gave them all away in(@lans), would his or her merit be great?' Subhuti
replied: 'Very great, World Honoured One!'

The Buddha said to Subhuti: 'If a virtuous man oman receives and holds (in mind) even a four-line
stanza of this sutra and expounds it to otherspminer merit will surpass that of the almsgiver.
Furthermore, Subhuti, wheresoever this sutra on ewe of its four-line stanzas is expounded, you
should know that all devas, men and asuras shoalke itheir offerings there as if the place was adBad
stupa or a Buddha temple. How much more so if soméoable to receive, hold (in mind), read and
recite the whole sutra! Subhuti, you should knoat 8uch a person will achieve the highest andtares
Dhama . Wheresoever this sutra may be found thellBudnd His respected disciples will be there ‘also.
Subhuti then asked the Buddha: 'World Honoured @hat hame should be given to this sutra and how
should we receive and hold it (in mind)?'

The Buddha said: 'This sutra should be called TiaenbBnd prajna-paramita” under which name you
should receive and hold it. Why? Because, SubthgiPrajna- paramita as expounded by the Buddha, is
not Prajna- paramita but is (merely) so called.’

'‘Subhuti, what do you think Does the Tathagata erddhe Dharma?"

Subhuti said: 'World Honoured One, the Tathagats shmt expound anything'

'Subhuti, what do you think? Are there many pagiaf dust in the universe?'

Subhuti replied: 'Many, World Honoured One!'

'Subhuti, the Tathagata says these patrticles afadtasiot (real), (but) are (merely) called paetscdf

dust. The Tathagata says the universe is not (tmatljt is (merely) called the universe.'

'‘Subhuti, what do you think? Can the Tathagatadsegived by means of His thirty-two physical
characteristics ( laksanas )?'

‘No, World Honoured One. The Tathagata cannot beepeed by them. Why? Because the Tathagata
says they are not real but are (merely) calledhigy-two physical characteristics.'

'Subhuti, if on the one hand, a virtuous man or wenn giving alms (dana), sacrifices as many lags
there are sand-grains in the Ganges, and on tke ladimd, someone receives and holds (in mind) aven
four-line stanza of this sutra, and expounds dtter, the merit resulting from the latter will beeater.’

At that time, after listening to this sutra, Sublin#d understood its profound meaning and was maved
tears. He said to the Buddha: 'How rare, O Worldddwed One! The Buddha has expounded such a very
profound sutra Since | have acquired the wisdom lelyave not heard of such a sutra. World Honoured
One, if someone after listening to this sutra lvelgethat his mind is clean and pure, he will realesality.
We should know that such a person will achievehigbest and rarest merit.

World Honoured One, this Reality is not Reality the Tathagata calls it Reality. World Honoured One
as | now listen to this sutra | have no difficuitybelieving, understanding, receiving and holdingut

in the last epoch, the last five hundred year peifithere be a man who (happens to) listen tosbisa,
believes, understands receives and holds it, Hdwinost rare. Why? Because he will no longenihi

in terms of) an ego, a personality, a being ariftawhy? Because the forms of an ego, a persgnalit
being and a life are not forms. Why? Because wigehds rejected all forms he is called a Buddha.'
The Buddha said: 'Just so! Subhuti, just so! Ifl@one hand, there be a man who listens to thia su
and is not filled with alarm, fear, or dread, ytwsld know that such a person is most rare. Why?
Because, Subhuti, as the Tathagata says, th@dirfgction ( paramita) is not so (but) is (mereigied

the first perfection (paramita.)

'Subhuti, the Tathagata speaks of the Perfectidtatiénce (ksanti paramita) which is not but isecethe
Perfection of Patience. Why? Because, Subhutg)ipdst (life) when my body was mutilated by
Kaliraja, | had at that time no notion of an egpeasonality, a being and a life. Why? Becaus#jén
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past, when my body was dismembered, if | (stilldithe conception of an ego, a personality, a baimd)

a life, 1 would have been stirred by feelings ofji@nand hatred. Subhuti, | also remember thateérptst,
during my former five hundred lives, | was a Ksasityand held no conception of an ego, a personality
being and a life. Therefore, Subhuti, Bodhisatsfasuld forsake all conceptions of form and restive
develop the Supreme Enlightenment Mind (Anuttaraysksam-bodhi). Their minds should not abide in
form, sound, smell, taste, touch and dharma. Thaids should abide nowhere. If minds abide
somewhere, it will be in falsehood. This is why Bieddha says that Bodhisattvas' minds

should not abide in form when practising charitgr(d). Subhuti, all Bodhisattvas should thus make
offerings for the welfare of all living beings. Thathagata speaks of forms which are not formsodind
living beings who are not living beings. 'Subhthe Tathagatas' words are true and corresponalioyre
They are ultimate words, neither deceitful nor fadex Subhuti, the Dharma the Tathagata has olstaine
is neither real nor unreal. 'Subhuti, if a BodHigapractises charity ( dana ) with a mind abidmthings
(dharma), he is like a man entering the darknessevhe cannot see anything; (but) if a Bodhisattva
practises dana with a mind not abiding in dharneashike a man with open eyes, who can see
everything in the sunshine.

‘Subhuti, in future ages, if a virtuous man or warnsable to receive, hold (in mind), read andteettiis
sutra, the Tathagata, by means of His Buddha Wis#adlirknow and see clearly that such a person will
achieve immeasurable and unlimitable merits. Supifigon the one hand) a virtuous man or woman
sacrifices in the practice of charity (dana), asiyriazes as the sand-grains of the Ganges in thaimg,

at midday and again in the evening, and continaesg throughout numberless aeons; and

if (on the other hand) a person after listeninthte sutra believes in his own mind without (furdhe
contradiction, the latter's merit will surpass tbathe former. How much more so if this sutra r&ten,
received, held, read, recited and expounded tadthe

'Subhuti, to sum up, the merits resulting from thifra are inconceivable, inestimable and withiooit |
The Tathagata expounds it to those initiated ineoMahayana and the Supreme Yana. If they argable
receive, hold (in mind), read and recite it andeexm it widely to others, the Tathagata will knomda

will see that they will achieve inexpressible ancdanceivable merits that are without measure at.lim
They will bear (responsibility for) the Tathagat@lgpreme Enlightenment (Anuttara-
samyak-sambodhi.) Why? Because, Subhuti, thosetakeodelight in the Hinayana and hold the view of
an ego, a personality, a being and a life, cansigir to, receive, hold (in mind), read and rettite sutra
and explain it to others.

'Subhuti, wheresoever this sutra may be foundyadlds of devas, men and asuras should make
offerings, for you should know that such a placgiss a stupa which should be revered, worshipped a
circumambulated, with offerings of flowers and inse.

'Furthermore, Subhuti, if a virtuous man or womaceives, holds (in mind), reads and recites thiasu
and is despised by others, this person who is bauedffer from evil destinies in retribution foishpast
sins, and whose karmic Sins are now eradicatetidogthers' contempt, will attain Supreme
Enlightenment (Anuttarasamyak-sambodhi). 'Subhuogimember that in the past countless aeons before
the advent of Dipamkara Buddha, | met 84,000 mdkeof Buddhas to whom | made offerings and
whom | served faultlessly. Now if in the last pefi@f 500 years) in the Buddha kalpa someone &s @bl
receive, hold (in mind), read and recite this sutia merits will far exceed mine which resulteanfrmy
offerings made to Buddhas, for mine cannot be neeliaas one hundredth, one thousandth, one ten
thousandth or one hundred thousandth part theretdct no computation or comparison is possible.
Subhuti, in the last period of the Buddha kalpa, virtuous man or woman is able to receive, hiod (
mind), read and recite this sutra, my full statetadithis person's merits will create derangemeaitibt
and disbelief in the minds of all listeners. Sulbhydu should know that as the meaning of thisasigr
inconceivable, so is the fruit of its reward.’

At the time, Subhuti asked the Buddha: 'World HaedwOne, if a virtuous man or woman is determined
to develop the Supreme Enlightened Mind, how shbiddr her mind abide and how should it be
subdued?' The Buddha said to Subhuti: 'A virtuoas or woman who is determined to develop the
Supreme Enlightened Mind, should thus develophifive to lead all living beings to put a stop to
(reincarnation) and escape (suffering), and wheg ttave been so led, not one of them in fact stops
(reincarnating) or escapes suffering. Why? Becdbigkhuti, if a Bodhisattva clings to the notioraof
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ego, a personality, a being and a life, he is ntiug) Bodhisattva. Why? Because, Subhuti, thereot
really a Dharma which can develop the Supreme-Etdigment-Mind.

'Subhuti, what do you think? When the Tathagatawrds Dipamkara Buddha, did He have any Dharma
by means of which He attained Supreme Enlighteniffemittara-samyak-sambodhi)?'

‘No, World Honoured One. As | understand the megaoirthe Buddha's teaching, when He was with
Dipamkara Buddha, He had no Dharma by means offwHeattained "Supreme Enlightenment".'

The Buddha said: 'Just so! Subhuti, just so!

There was really no Dharma by means of which thbdgata attained Supreme Enlightenment. Subhuti,
if there had been, Dipamkara Buddha would not lpegdicted: "In your next life, you will be a Buddha
named Sakyamuni".

'‘Why is it? Because "Tathagata" means the suctoiedsDharmas. If someone still says: "The Tathiaga
obtained Supreme Enlightenment,” (I tell you, Subltere is no Dharma by means of which the
Buddha did so, (because), Subhuti, that Enlightertimas by itself neither real nor unreal. This lsyw
the Tathagata says that all Dharmas are Buddhami2ts Subhuti, these so-called Dharmas are not, but
are (expediently), called all Dharmas. Subhutipsging there is a man whose body is great. '

Subhuti said: 'World Honoured One, the great bddyhich the Tathagata speaks is not great, but is
(expediently) called a great body.' 'Subhuti, ke Imanner, if a Bodhisattva says: "l should lead
uncountable living beings to put a stop to (reination) and escape (from suffering)”, he cannot be
called a Bodhisattva. Why? Because there is raallgharma called the Bodhisattva (stage). Thergfore
the Buddha says: "Of all dharmas, there is nohglsione which possesses an ego, a personality, a
being and a life." Subhuti, if a Bodhisattva sayshould adorn Buddha lands", he cannot be called
Bodhisattva. Why? Because when the Tathagata spéakeh adornment it is not, but is (expediently),
called adornment. Subhuti, if a Bodhisattva is doghly versed in (the doctrine of) the unrealityegb

and of things (dharma), the Tathagata will call laitnue Bodhisattva. 'Subhuti, what do you thirikdes
the Tathagata possess human eyes?

'Yes, World Honoured One, the Tathagata possesgearheyes.' 'Subhuti, what do you think? Does the
Tathagata possess deva eye?'

'Yes, World Honoured One, the Tathagata possessesayes.'

'Subhuti, what do you think? Does the Tathagatagsswisdom eyes?'

'Yes, World Honoured One, the Tathagata possessdsnv eyes.

'‘Subhuti, what do you think? Does the TathagataggsDharma eyes?

'Yes, World Honoured One. The Tathagata possessiiahayes'

'Subhuti, What do you think? Does the TathagatagssBuddha eyes?'

'Yes, World Honoured One, the Tathagata possess#dha eyes.’

'Subhuti, what do you think? Does the Tathagatalsatythe sand-grains in the Ganges are sand-grains
'Yes, World Honoured One, the Tathagata

says they are sand-grains'

'‘Subhuti, what do you think? If there were as m@ayges rivers as sand-grains in the Ganges, and if
there were as many Buddha realms as sandgraitigloése Ganges rivers, would there be many world
systems.?'

‘Many, World Honoured One!’

The Buddha said the living beings in all these disgistems have many different minds which are all
known to the Tathagata. Why? Because the mind§dtieagata speaks of are not minds, but are
(expediently) called minds. And why? Because, Stipheither the past, the present nor the futumedmi
can be found

'Subhuti, what do you think.? If someone filled thréverse with the seven treasures and gave alf awa
his practice of dana, would this (good) cause entdd giver to gain a great merit?' 'Yes, World
Honoured One, because of this (good) cause the @ivald gain a great merit.' 'Subhuti, if the mevés
real, the Tathagata would not say it was greatsdys so because there is no merit. 'Subhuti, whgod
think? Can the Buddha be perceived by His complgtetfect physical body (rupa-kaya)?'

‘No, World Honoured One, the Tathagata should ectdoperceived. Why? Because the Buddha says the
completely perfect rupa-kaya is not, but is catleslcompletely perfect rupakaya.' 'Subhuti' whayclo
think? Can the Tathagata be perceived by His caelglperfect forms?,

‘No, World Honoured One, the Tathagata should eatdoperceived, because the Tathagata says the
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completely perfect forms are not, but are calleshgietely perfect forms.' 'Subhuti, do not say that
Tathagata thinks: "I must expound the Dharma". Bohave such a thought. Why? Because if someone
says so, he will really slander the Buddha andrable to understand my teaching. Subhuti, when (the
"Tathagata) expounds the Dharma, there is real@harma to teach: but this is (expediently) called
teaching the Dharma.'

Then the wise Subhuti said to the Buddha:

‘World Honoured One, will there be in future agemy beings who will believe this Dharma when they
hear it?'

The Buddha said: 'Subhuti, the living beings (yast jnentioned) are neither living nor not livingrugs.
Why? Because, Subhuti, the Tathagata says thésg beings are not (really), but they are (expettiign
called living beings.'

Subhuti said to the Buddha: 'World Honoured Onesd@mur (own) attainment of Supreme
Enlightenment (Anuttara-samyak-sambodhi) meanytbathave not gained anything whatsoever?'

The Buddha replied: 'Just so, Subhuti, just sayvemot gained even the least Dharma from Supreme
enlightenment, and this is called Supreme Enlightamt. Furthermore, Subhuti, this Dharma is unidersa
and impartial; wherefore it is called Supreme Hmntbmment. The practice of all good virtues (Dhadmas
free from attachment to an ego, a personality,irgbend a life, will result in the attainment ofBeme
Enlightenment. Subhuti. the so-called good virt{igisarmas), the Tathagata says, are not good, éut ar
(expediently) called good virtues. 'Subhuti, if ¢hie one hand) a man, in his practice of charian&)

gives away the seven treasures piled up in a regpeat as all the Mounts Sumeru in the Universe pu
together, and (on the other hand) another manwegehnolds (in mind) reads and recites even alfoar-
stanza of this Prajna-paramita Sutra, and expotitd®thers, the merit resulting from the formetana

will not be worth one-hundredth, one-thousandtle-tam-thousandth and one-hundred thousandth part of
that obtained by the latter, as no conceivable esispn can be made between the two. 'Subhuti, ddat
you think? You should not say the Tathagata hasthtaught (in His mind): "I should liberate living
beings." Subhuti, you should not think so. Why? &ese there are really no living beings whom the
Tathagata can liberate. If there were, the Tatlagatld hold (the concept of) an ego, a personality
being and a life. Subhuti, (when) the Tathagatalspef an ego, there is in reality no ego, although
common men think so. Subhuti, the Tathagata saysnmm men are not, but are (expediently) called,
common men. 'Subhuti, what do you think? Can thbdagata be recognised by His thirty-two physical
characteristics?'

Subhuti replied: 'Yes, yes, He can.' The Buddhd $aubhuti, if the Tathagata can be recogniseHiby
thirty-two physical characteristics, a world ru{eakravarti) would be the Tathagata.' Subhuti taithe
Buddha: 'World Honoured One, as | understand yeartiing, the Tathagata cannot be recognised by His
thirty-two physical characteristics.

Thereupon, the World Honoured One recited the fohlig gatha:

' He who sees me by outward appearance (And) seels sound, Treads the heterodox path (And)
cannot perceive the Tathagata.

'Subhuti, if you have ( in your mind) this thoughthe Tathagata does not rely on His possession of
characteristics to obtain supreme Enlightenmentih8ti, banish that thought. Subhuti, if you think
while developing the Perfect Enlightenment Mindy yaill advocate the annihilation of all Dharmas. Do
not have such a thought. Why? Because one whoajes/gdie Supreme Enlightenment Mind, does not
advocate the annihilation (of things).

'Subhuti, if (on the one hand) a Bodhisattva gauais practice of dana, all the seven treasures in
quantities sufficient to fill worlds as many as dagrains in the Ganges, and (on the other handjhano
man comprehended that all dharmas were egolesharaby achieved perfection of patience (ksanti),
the latter's merit would surpass that of the forrkéiny? Because, Subhuti, all Bodhisattvas do not
receive reward for their merits.'

Subhuti asked the Buddha: 'World Honoured One, edhf3odhisattvas not receive reward for their
merits?' 'Subhuti, Bodhisattvas should have noifapgnd no attachment when they practise meriteriou
virtues; therefore, they do not receive a reward.

'Subhuti, if someone says the Tathagata comeseas, gds or lies, he does not understand what hmea
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Why? Because the Tathagata has neither whencertte)aor whither (to go); therefore, He is callled t
Tathagata. 'Subhuti. what do you think? If a vitssionan or woman reduced to dust all the worldheén t
Universe, would those particles of dust many?' 8tibeplied: ‘Many, World Honoured One. Why?
Because if they really existed, the Buddha wouldsay they were particles of dust. And why?
Because when the Buddha speaks of particles of tthest are not, but are (expediently) called, phas

of dust. World Honoured One, when the Tathagatakspef worlds, they are not, but are (expediently)
called, worlds. Why? Because if they really exisgy are just agglomerations. The Tathagata speaks
agglomerations which are not, but are (expediectyled, agglomerations.' 'Subhuti, that whichabed
an agglomeration cannot be spoken of, but the vuigan has longing for and attachment to

this thing.

'Subhuti, what do you think? If someone says: "Bhddha speaks of the view of an ego, a personality,
being and a life", Subhuti, does that person undedswhat | mean?" 'No, World Honoured one, that
person does not understand. Why? Because (wheijpthagata speaks of the view of an ego, a
Personality, a being and a life, it is not realbyt) is (expediently) called the view of an ego, a
personality a being and a life.' 'Subhuti, he wheedops the Supreme En-lightenment Mind, should thu
know, see, believe and comprehend (all thingsghoelld not set up the perception of things (dharma-
laksana) in his mind. Subhuti, the so-called fofrthongs (dharma-laksana), the Tathagata saystjs no
but is, (expediently) called the form of thingsub@uti, if on the one hand, someone gave awayms al
(dana) the seven treasures inquantities suffiegefill all the worlds in uncount-able aeons, ahdn the
other hand, a virtuous man or woman developed tthBmind, and received, held (in mind), read and
recited even a four-line stanza of this sutra aqmbended it to others, the latter's merit wouldpass that
of the former. In what manner should it be taughtthers? By teaching it without attachment to form
with the immutability of the absolute.

Why is it? Because: -

All phenomena are like a dream, an illusion, a beilalnd a shadow,
Like dew and lightning.

Thus should you meditate upon them'.

When the Buddha had finished expounding this sthieelder Subhuti, together with bhiksus, bhikspuni
upasakas, upasikas, and all the worlds of devas amé asuras who had listened to His teaching, were
filled with joy and believed received and obserited



